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The Geo-Institute (G-I) 
Student Chapter
By Adam Lobbestael, President

The University of Michigan Geo-Institute 
(G-I) student chapter has had a successful 
first year since our formation at the 
beginning of the academic year.  G-I is 
a specialty membership organization of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers 
focused on the geo-industry, with the 
purpose of enhancing the education and 
personal experience of students in the geo-
engineering community at U-M.  

    Over the course of the winter semester the 
G-I hosted two speakers for the Geotechnical 
Seminar Series.  The first speaker, Larry 
Jedele of Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc., 
gave a presentation entitled, “Geotechnical 
Lessons Learned and Solutions.”  We also 
hosted Steve Maranowski, CEO of Spartan 
Specialties LTD, with a presentation on 
micro-piling, jet grouting, and compaction 
grouting case histories.

    The G-I also worked with the CEE 
Department, EERI, and GrEENPEAS to 

jointly host the third annual CEE 
Technical Symposium.  During this 
event, graduate students throughout 
the department were given the 
opportunity to present their 
research on a broad array of topics. 

    Our organization has also 
been working on its outreach 
efforts, which extend beyond the 
department.  Several G-I members 
took part in the Detroit Area Pre-
College Engineering Program 
(DAPCEP) this spring. DAPCEP  
is an outreach program offered 
to 7-9th grade inner-city Detroit 
students, aimed at raising awareness 
of engineering possibilities at a young age.  
The G-I coordinated one day of the event, 
in which students explored some of the 
possibilities in geotechnical engineering  
and built small-scale models of 
mechanically stabilized earth walls.  

    We are very pleased with the progress 
that our first year has brought and look 
forward to the upcoming year.  G-I will soon 
begin planning events for the Geotechnical 

Seminar series for the coming fall  
semester.  We are also looking to form 
a student team to compete at the annual 
National GeoChallenge Competition for  
the coming year. 

    If you have any questions regarding  
our organization or are interested in 
supporting our efforts please contact the 
officers at gi-officers@umich.edu or visit 
www.umich.edu/~geotech for a link to 
our website. n
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Michigan Concrete  
Canoe Team (MCCT)
By Lexi Walter, Captain

The 2009-2010 season was a rebuilding year for the Michigan 
Concrete Canoe Team (MCCT); with a complete turnover in 
team leadership, it was a good time to overhaul any ineffective 
practices.  The newly selected team leadership held coordination 
meetings prior to the start of classes, focusing on new member 
recruitment and education, improving research and testing 
methods, and producing a more aesthetically appealing and 
structurally sound canoe. 

    When classes started in September, returning team members 
began recruiting on campus – expanding their search outside 
of the College of Engineering. The efforts paid off: the team 
increased 45% in size and was comprised of diverse class 
standings (freshmen to grad students) and majors (some non-
engineering, and many different engineering disciplines). 

    Materials research began with a focus on improving organization 
and methods, rather than purely on final results, although the team 
was interested in increasing the tensile strength (to prevent cracking), 
and designing a more environmentally friendly mix.  Reports from 
previous successful teams were used as starting points, and once  
the team had an idea of what materials they’d like to test, many 
new team members volunteered to contact manufacturers for 


